An Approach to Sri Aurobindo's "Savitri"
(a) 'A legend and a symbol'
the great Epic, the Epic of epics, one of the four pillars of the
stupendous structure of Sri Aurobindo's Supramental work may
from a point of view be regarded and studied as an epitome of
the unimaginable labour of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother for
hewing out paths of Supramental realisation needed for divinis-
ing man and heavenising Earth. Particularly it epitomises the
holocaust of the Mother in her gigantic work of breaking the
rocks of the inconscient world for laying the path to physical
immortality.
The day will come when poets, philosophers, and neo-
scientists yet to be born, the psycho-scientists, if it is permissible
to use the expression, will discover immense interest in this
marvel of versification which combines in it all the aspects of
the Truth Absolute.
Sri Aurobindo has characterised his poem as * a Legend
and a Symbol.' It is also an Epic by being a poem recounting
a great event in an elevated style. In some scholars with a
literary bent of mind there happens to be a hazy idea about
the purpose and subject-matter of this great piece. They feel
it to be a great epic inspired only by the poetic aesthetic
imagination and admire it mostly for the purpose of literary
enjoyment. For this reason Sri Aurobindo himself warned
one of his disciples in letters in 1933, when a manuscript of a
portion of the book was being discussed, in the following
words —"...it is only an attempt to render into poetry a
symbol of things occult and spiritual" in a narrative which,..
"is supposed to have taken place in far past times when the
whole thing had to be opened so as to chew the ways of
immortality'". Again his own words are — "WhatI am

